
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 29, 2003 
 
The Honorable Jim DeMint 
United States House of Representatives 
432 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Re:  Americans For Fair Taxation endorsement of your TRAC Act 
 
Hello, Congressman DeMint: 
 
  Congratulations on your timely introduction of the TRAC Act.  On behalf 
of the 455,000 members of Americans For Fair Taxation, I write to offer our support for 
your effort to reform or replace the current tax code as embodied in the “Tax Reform 
Action Commission” (TRAC) Act.   AFFT supports sound economic research, education 
of citizens and community leaders, and grassroots mobilization efforts and the TRAC Act 
will meet some of these objectives.  Most importantly, the TRAC Act will bring long-
needed, focused attention on the inadequacy and inefficiency of the current income tax 
code through the establishment of an independent, neutral, bipartisan commission that 
will recommend changes to the tax code based upon simplicity, fairness, and neutrality.  
The only change we would suggest to your act is to speed the timetable!  Now is barely 
soon enough. 
 
How the FairTax provides exactly the replacement tax code America needs. 
Americans for Fair Taxation agrees with the premises of simplicity, fairness and 
neutrality and is working towards replacing the entire tax code with a national retail 
consumption tax, the FairTax.  The Fair Tax will allow Americans to keep 100 percent of 
their paychecks, pensions and Social Security payments, dramatically reduce the costs of 
goods and services by 20 to 30 percent, dramatically lower tax rates for lower- and 
middle-income Americans, and allow families to save more for retirement, education and 
home ownership.  The FairTax will allow for a more stable funding source for Social 
Security and Medicare and will eliminate self employment taxes and the alternative 
minimum tax.  The FairTax is revenue neutral – raising the same amount of money as the 
current system – but is more than 90 percent less expensive to operate.  And, it will make 
American products more competitive overseas, while bringing good jobs back into our 
country.  The FairTax will also free up time and money wasted on complying with an 
income tax code that has become incomprehensible even to the experts who administer it.   
 

 TRAC will establish debate and discussion on this tax replacement and 
reform.  Most important in the TRAC Act is that the recommendations of the TRAC 
Commission can not be ignored because they will be formulated into a bill for submission 
to Congress.  Americans For Fair Taxation members will tell you:  Discussion is 
important but genuine action is needed and long past due.  
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 Key to your effort will be that tax reform or replacement is at the top of 

Congress’s agenda this year.  It is imperative that we relieve taxpayers of the $200-billion 
annual compliance burden.  The income tax code is inherently unfair and we at AFFT 
look forward to the commission’s findings on how to correct it. 
 
  In our decade on this road, we have learned that the watchword is not just 
reform, it has to be replacement.  Serious tax replacement is long overdue.  It is time to 
relieve Americans from the heavy burden of the current income tax code, and the TRAC 
Act will be an excellent vehicle for serious and thoughtful debate on this critical issue.   
 
 
Very best regards, 
 
 
 
Thomas A. Wright 
Executive Director 
Americans For Fair Taxation 
 
www.fairtax.org 
 
 


